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In Russia only 8 per cent of the population have any education.
In Germany no child is allowed to escape education, and there is a
most complete system for the teaching of agriculture, beginning
with the school garden in the elerhentary school and going through
the higher agricultural colleges. In Russia the average yield per
acre is just one-third of what it is in Germany.

Twenty years ago Denmark was one of the poorest nations in
Europe. Now in the per capita wealth of its people it is, with one
exception, the richest. In general distribution of wealth it stands
first. This is because Denmark inaugurated and carried out a
wonderful system of public schools with industrial training. Her
rural schools include dairying, poultry-raising, fruit-growing and
all forms of agriculture in their curriculum. The peasants of
Denmark have taxed themselves rich.

Since the landing of the pilgrim fathers Massachusetts has had
an idea of public education that has been almost a religion with her,
and now she has advanced her conception of what education is. In
1906 she created a Commission on Industrial Training throughout
that state similar to the system .used in Germany, which when com-
pleted will be an object lesson to every state in the Union. In
spite of her barren soil, rocky New England farms, her bitter
climate, her lack of natural, physical resources, the State of Massa-
chusetts has held "her own in all these years and has produced
citizens of a higher earning capacity than any other state in the
Union, and now she has decided to still further maintain her trade
supremacy in competition with other countries. She has decided
that her own home markets shall not be flooded with things "made
in Germany," And how is she going to maintain this trade
supremacy, this commercial prosperity ? Some time back she was
putting $10,000,000 a year into the education of her children. She
is going to put more than that. She is going' to hold her business
by educating her young.

I want you to realize a little how other communities have waked
up to the commercial and moral value of hand training in the public
schools, and want to refer to the way in which most of the great
advances in educational matters have come from the initiative and
generosity of private individuals. It is impossible to ask that any